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In 1992, Hernando Garzon, MD, joined a
volunteer Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) Team
being formed in Sacramento. Each two-physician/
four-paramedic team is charged with providing
medical care for entrapped victims during a

rescue effort.

After three years of training and drills, Dr. Garzon
and fellow USAR team member Dave Graber,
MD, Emergency, Roseville, were called to
respond to the Oklahoma City bombing—the rst
deployment of USAR personnel in the country.

Since then, Dr. Garzon has been deployed a
number of times—for everything from a rockslide
in Yosemite to the World Trade Center attacks.
He also volunteers as Chairperson for FEMA's
Medical Working Group and as the Medical
Director for the eight USAR teams in California.



