
Michael Carl, MD
Assistant Physician-in-Chief for 
Emergency and Trauma Services 
South Sacramento

When my daughter was born with a heart defect, I decided it was 
time to pursue my dream to become a doctor. I did my rotation in 
emergency medicine, and knew I had found my passion.

My goal as a physician and administrator is to provide the best 
possible care to our patients. We strive to provide the care that we 
would expect for our family and friends.  

I am proud of the changes we were able to make in the emergency 
department. Implementing KP HealthConnect gives us immediate 
access to medical records, a significant advantage when minutes  
are critical.   

The Physician-in-Triage program helped to shorten the admission 
process, resulting in less waiting time and more available beds.    
I am very proud of our six-year campaign to receive Level II  
Trauma Center designation.

There is no such thing as a good leader without a good team.  
This award is really about the people I’ve worked with, and their 
contributions to our efforts. 

Early in my career, a Native American patient gave me an eagle 
feather. That gift reminds me why we’re here –it’s all about the  
lives we touch in a special way. 
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When his daughter was born with a heart defect, 
Michael Carl, MD, switched careers to become 
a physician. After completing a rotation in 
emergency medicine at UC Davis, he knew he’d 
found his calling.

As the Chief of the Emergency Department from 
2003-2006, Dr. Carl streamlined operations, 
implementing KP HealthConnect and developing 
the Physician-In-Triage program. Both programs 
shortened the admission process, resulting in less 
wait time and more available beds.

In 2005, he led the successful charge for  
South Sacramento to receive Level II Trauma 
Center status. 

An outstanding physician and leader in TPMG, 
Dr. Carl continues his affiliation with the UC Davis 
School of Medicine, where he teaches emergency 
medicine and serves on the Alumni Association’s 
Board of Directors.
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